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Lenin. Lenin had pointed out the need for the
workers to try to educate themselves in order to be
able to run their own businesses and industries. For
that reason technological schools and training for
the proletariat were considered essential to the
process of building an industrialized Russia and
developing it economically.

But the system of education inaugurated for this
purpose failed so miserably that when the five-year
plan to industrialize Russia was set up in 1928, the
country was completely lacking in a technical or
engineering force to build and install the necessary
plants, and was forced to hire engineers from the
United States, Germany, England, Sweden, and
other foreign countries. This was an extremely
costly procedure, as the imported technicians had
to be paid high salaries in valuta, and even after
the plants had been built and installed the engineers
and technicians who had been turned out by the
new Russian schools were so incompetent and in-
efficient that they were not able to run the factories
which had been built at the cost of such heroic
effort and so much money.

When I was in Russia in 1931, only three years
after the plants were built, I found many of them
partially broken down or completely shut down to